History of Education
The Schools of the Brethren of the Common Life, mentioned
previously as among the best schools previous to the Renais-
sance movements, and mentioned through their leaders,
Hegius, Agricola, Reuchlin as furnishing typical humanistic
educators, were among the earliest of schools north of the
Alp to embody the new learning. By the middle of the fif-
teenth century these schools, numbering one hundred and fifty,
were scattered throughout Flanders, France, and Germany,
and *were represented by their teaching members in many
other schools. Opposition to scholasticism and interest in the
vernacular and in Biblical instruction had well prepared the
soil for the planting of the new learning. Soon the new spirit
in grammatical studies and the devotion to literature, as well as
the great interest in Greek and Hebrew and advanced studies
in general, became characteristic of the schools of the order.
The work and the constitution of this order furnished the
chief source of suggestion for the organization of the Jesuit
schools, which by the latter half of the sixteenth century
supersede those of the " scholarly brethren," as the Hierony-
mians were called.
The Gymnasien were the typical humanistic schools of the
Teutonic countries, and have remained until the present time
as the best type of the secondary schools of those countries
as well as the best type of the humanistic schools in general.
They were formed from the existing higher burgher schools
by the substitution of the classical for the mediaeval Latin,
the study of literature for the old formal rhetoric, of mathe-
matics for dialectic, and the addition of Greek and in many
cases Hebrew. The school at Schlettstadt in Alsace under the
Influence of the Brethren of the Common Life was one of the
first to respond to the new spirit. From its origin, about the
middle of the century, it had under its first rector, Dringen-
berg, been hostile to the old education. From it came many
of the earlier German humanists, as Wimpfeling, Beatus
Rhenanus, and John Sapidus. As early as 1485 the new